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Ask a JAG
Editor’s Note: Do you have a legal question
you would like to see answered in a future
edition of The Citizen? If so, contact “Ask
a JAG” at jason.m.mckenna4.mil@mail.mil.
By Capt. Jason M. McKenna (U.S. Army)
Stuttgart Law Center
Q: I recently arrived in Germany and
prefer to live off post. However, I’m apprehensive due to the differences in culture.
Specifically, I’m curious about the differences in landlord and tenant laws. With
which laws and issues should I be familiar?
A: Living on the local economy and
integrating yourself with the German community is an exciting endeavor. However,
you are correct to note differences in law and
legal culture. Herr Werner Sukup, the German attorney at the Legal Assistance Office,
advises clients regarding landlord and tenant
issues. He often encounters clients who, before
leaving Germany, experience problems with
their landlords that may impact their finances;
specifically, their security deposits. Unfortunately, in some instances, it is too late to ensure
the client is fighting a winning battle. Thus,
the LAO recently began to offer a landlord
and tenant briefing for the community. The
briefing targets newcomers to Germany, but all
members of the Stuttgart community seeking
to learn more about local landlord and tenant
law are welcome. The briefing is held every
second Thursday of the month at 11 a.m. in
the courtroom, Building 3312 on Kelley Barracks. Contact the Central Processing Facility
to verify dates for the briefing.
Here are a few key points that everyone
should keep in mind when living off post:
• Everything, and I stress, everything,
should be in writing. Oral agreements with
your landlord are highly discouraged and most
likely unenforceable.
• You have a duty to notify your landlord
in writing of required repairs. Failure to notify
your landlord can result in severe penalties.
Real-life example: A client notices a small
leaking pipe in his basement prior to going
on leave for three weeks to the U.S. The leak
is minor, and a small bucket catches all leaking water. When the client returns from the
U.S., the entire basement was flooded and
the walls were barely standing because the
pipe exploded. The client breached his duty
to notify the landlord of required repairs and,
as a result, was liable for nearly €100,000.
Approximately €1,000 is withheld from his
check each month.
•If you request an upgrade to your apartment, such as a whirlpool, the landlord may
relay up to 11 percent of the cost to you each
year that you remain at the apartment. Thus,
over nine years, you’ll pay the entire cost.
Contact the Legal Assistance Office for
more information.
This column is not intended as individual
or specific legal advice. If you have specific
issues or concerns, you should consult a judge
advocate at 421-4152/civ. 0711-729-4152.
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rate, averaging around 12 percent, and that jumps to
29 percent for those under the age of 25, according
to an NBC News report. The report added that this
problem isn’t just affecting service members. The
unemployment rate for military spouses is a staggering 26 percent.
The website for the virtual job fair offered a list
of more than 100 U.S. employers looking for experienced veterans for a variety of positions.
Participants could click on companies they were
interested in and enter a live chat to talk directly with
recruiters. If the job seeker was interested in applying
for a job after speaking with them, they could submit
their resume instantly on the same site.
Christi Ham, wife of Gen. Carter Ham, the commander of U.S. Africa Command, heard about the
initiative during a conference in Washington D.C.,
and brought the concept back to Stuttgart.
“I asked myself ... what can we do for the service
members and spouses overseas?” Ham said.
“For some military spouses, it’s difficult to grow
professionally because we pick up and move with our
service members. Anything we can do to help make
it easier is nice,” she added.
More than 15,000 people worldwide signed up for
the online Hiring Our Heroes job fair. Almost 4,000
resumes were posted during the event, according to
a representative from Military.com, the organization
that created the website for the online fair.
In Stuttgart, the virtual job fair assisted more than
100 job seekers, while more than 1,000 people in
Germany visited the fair’s website. The garrison also
invited a dozen local companies to complement the
online portion, which appealed to people interested
in finding a job in Germany.
Maj. Susan McMullen, an Air Force Reserve
staff officer attached to the U.S. European Command
Logistics Directorate, came to the fair with hopes of

‘

Instead of just uploading my resume, I
had a chance to talk to
some of the recruiters
in chat rooms, which
makes it more
personable.
Maj. Susan McMullen
U.S. European Command

’

finding a job in the U.S. before her temporary duty
in Stuttgart ends.
“The virtual part of the fair was great,” said
McMullen. “Instead of just uploading my resume, I
had a chance to talk to some of the recruiters in chat
rooms, which makes it more personable.”
Due to the positive feedback received, the garrison
will look to host similar fairs on a recurring basis in
the future, and is also sharing the idea with other military communities in Europe so they can participate.
“My hope is that the seed we planted with this
fair in Stuttgart will start to grow in other communities,” Ham said.

The Chamber of Commerce and Military.com will
continue to host virtual fairs throughout the year.
For more information, visit www.uschamber.com/
hiringourheroes.
Job seekers are urged to visit the ACS Employment
Readiness office, Building 2915 on Panzer Kaserne,
to have their resumes reviewed by a counselor before
they register for a job fair.
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Staff Sgt. Nathan Faraday of Marine Forces Europe speaks to a representative of Jobs Worldwide during
the USAG Stuttgart Virtual Job Fair. Jobs Worldwide was one of a dozen local employers that supported
the fair on-site to assist job seekers looking for opportunities in Germany, while the “Hiring Our Heroes”
online fair, hosted by Military.com, helped attendees to find jobs in the U.S.
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ENTERTAINMENT

What’s happening in FMWR
Karaoke night
The Irish Pub will offer karaoke
April 13 and 20 from 8-11 p.m.
The pub is located in the Galaxy
Bowling and Entertainment Center,
Building 2998, Panzer Kaserne.
For more information, call 4312575/civ. 07031-15-2575.

Paintball with ODR
U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart
Family and MWR’s Outdoor Recreation will host Paintball days
April 14 and 28 from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.
To register, call ODR at 4312774/civ. 07031-15-2774.

“Twelfth Night” opens Foreign Film Sunday
The Patch Library’s Foreign
at Kelley Theatre
Film Club will screen Srdan Gol-

The Stuttgart Theatre Center
presents William Shakespeare’s
“Twelfth Night.”
Performances at the Kelley Theatre are set for April 6, 7, 13, and 14
at 7:30 p.m. Matinee performances
will be held April 8 and 15 at 3 p.m.
To make a reservation, visit
www.stuttgartmwr.com.

Easter brunch at Kelley
Club
An all-you-can-eat Easter brunch
will be offered at the Kelley Club
April 8 from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
and features an omelette station and
an Easter egg hunt for children.
For more information, or to
make a reservation, call 421-4660/
civ. 0711-729-4660.

ubovic’s “The Trap” April 15 at 3
p.m. Patrons are invited to discuss
the film afterward.
For more information, call 4307138/civ. 0711-680-7138, or stop by
Building 2343 on Patch Barracks.

Month of the Military
Child bowling special
The Galaxy Bowling and Entertainment Center, Building 2998 on
Panzer Kaserne, will offer free shoe
rental and 50 cent off of each child’s
meal during
’ April.
For more information, call 4312575/civ. 07031-15-2575.
For more activities and events,
visit www.stuttgartmwr.com.
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Coming to
Patch Theater
April 6 — Gnomeo & Juliet (PG)
3 p.m. (free matinee showing);
Wrath of the Titans (PG-13) 7
p.m.; Man on a Ledge (PG-13)
9:30 p.m.
April 7 — Wrath of the Titans
(PG-13) 4 p.m.; Man on a Ledge
(PG-13) 7 p.m.; Wrath of the Titans
(PG-13) 9 p.m.
April 8 — Hop (PG) 4 p.m.; Wrath
of the Titans (PG-13) 6 p.m.
April 9 — Wrath of the Titans (PG13) 6 p.m.
April 10 — The Muppets (PG) 3
p.m.; Big Miracle (PG) 6 p.m.
April 11 — Man on a Ledge (PG13) 6 p.m.
April 12 — Puss in Boots (PG) 3
p.m.; Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax (PG)
6 p.m.
April 13 — American Reunion (R)
6 p.m.; The Grey (R) 9 p.m.
April 14 — Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax
(PG) 4 p.m.; American Reunion (R)
7 p.m.; Chronicle (PG-13) 9 p.m.
April 15 — Megamind (PG) 2

Universal Pictures

Jason Biggs and Alyson Hannigan
of the original “American Pie” cast,
return for their high school reunion
in “American Reunion.”
p.m.; Chronicle (PG-13) 4 p.m.;
American Reunion (R) 7 p.m.
April 16 — American Reunion
(R) 6 p.m.
April 17 — Chronicle (PG-13) 6
p.m.
April 18 — Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax
(PG) 6 p.m.
April 19 — The Grey (R) 6 p.m.

